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Course Description 

Subject                : Visual Art  

Title of Course               : Visual Art  

Grade Level                           : 9 

Duration                           : ONE YEAR 

GOALS for High School:  

The students of grade 9 should be able to demonstrate the skills and 

understanding to master the Michigan State Standards for the following Strands. 

Perform 

Create 

Analyze 

Analyze in context 

Analyze and make connection 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  

 Use creative processes and language of art to communicate through a variety of media 

and techniques.  

 Use observations and experiences, both spontaneously and deliberately to plan and create 

art. 



 Understand and use the language of art, the elements of art and principles of design.  

 Apply visual awareness to the creative process.  

 Create art that reflects personal observation and experience.  

 Develop skills and craftsmanship with materials and purposefully experiment techniques 

to produce a range of artwork. 

 Understand historical and cultural context and how art has shaped and preserved history 

and culture.  

 Recognize that all cultures produce art and that art transcends time.  

 Learn how art has influenced, defined history, culture and identify and compare them in 

cultural celebrations. 

 Using the language of art, students critically analyze, derive meaning from and evaluate 

artwork.  

 Use the senses to make observations about works of art and use basic concepts and 

vocabulary when making observations.  

 Use basic concepts and art vocabulary to interpret and communicate ideas and feelings 

about artworks.  

OUTCOMES:  

Upon successful completion, the students should be able to identify the different art periods 

describe the form and content of these historical periods in their cultural context, and identify the 

media and techniques used by the artists. 

UNITS: 

Unit 1: Analysis of form and content 
1.0 The students should be able to identify the two major aspects of an artwork, form and 

content, and explain how they function within an art object. 

1.1 Describe cultural and social influences on the content of a work of art. 

1.2 Distinguish how form differentiates the appearance of identical thematic content. 

1.3 Recognize how form and content function in traditional and contemporary world arts. 

1.4 Recognize the use of art to convey symbolic, religious, social, or political messages as 

presented to us by various past and present international civilizations. 

UNIT 2:  Elements of Arts 
2.0 The students should be able to identify and describe the elements of art and their effect on the 

form of an art work. 

2.1   Recognize the use of line in art. 

2.2   Describe the function of shape in a work of art. 

2.3   Explain the system of tonal values in a work of art. 

2.4   Describe the textural qualities in an art object. 

2.5   Identify the principles of color theory as applied to a work of art. 

2.6   Recognize mass in sculptural and architectural applications. 

2.7   Recognize the function of space. 

 



Unit 3: Principles of Design 
3.0   The students should be able to describe and contrast concepts of composition to create a 

work of art. 

3.1   Identify the principle of unity in a work of art. 

3.2   Recognize the use of emphasis or focal point. 

3.3   Describe the use of balance. 

3.4   Explain the use of scale and proportion. 

3.5   Identify the principle of rhythm. 

3.6   Analyze compositional devises including linear and aerial perspectives. 

Unit 4: Art criticism/Evaluation 
4.0   The students should be able to describe criteria by which artworks may be evaluated. 

4.1   Examine the viewer's state of empathy: how different people regard art within various 

multicultural contexts. 

4.2    Examine and describe selected examples of art 

Unit 5: Media and Techniques 
5.0    The students should be able to identify and describe the media and techniques of art. 

 5.1    Recognize the techniques and methods of painting, drawing and the methods of 

architectural construction. 

5.2    Identify the fine crafts. 

5.3    Recognize the various experimental media. 

Unit 6: Major World Art Movements- 

6.0    The students should be able to recognize major art forms of historical periods and their 

relationship to cultural values.  

6.1    Identify and describe: 

6.1.1  Renaissance, baroque, and rococo 

6.1.2  Expressionism other major art movements 

6.1.3 Pop Art 

6.2     Identify and describe the impact of international influences on the major art movements           

6.3     Identify and describe new directions in content and form of the 

          contemporary art movement. 

Unit 7: Painting and Drawing  
 

7.0  An introduction to the fundamentals of pictorial development and practice  

7.1  Students are introduced to various painting and drawing techniques. 

7.2  Emphasis is placed on skill development, personal expression and experimentation. 

7.3  Students gain valuable practical experience in the use of equipment and archival processes,    

as well as deeper understanding of the relationship between form and content. 



 

Unit 8:Proposals, Plans, Presentations  

8.0   Explores the use of the sketch, in the process of developing, proposing and planning visual 

       works in various media for public projects, site specific works, grants, exhibition proposals, 

       etc.  

8.2  The student will work on synthesizing ideas and representing them in alternate forms that 

      deal with conception, fabrication and presentation 

1. Grade Distribution: 

 

Visual Art Term1  % Term 2 & 3  % Final Exam 

Artist Study 10 10  
 
 
 
  100 marks 
examination 

Project 1 20 30 

Project 2 20 30 

Class Participation 10 10 

Quizzes 20 20 

Mid Term Exam 20  

Total  100 100 

 
2. Students would be graded for completion of any kind of task assigned to them on a scale of: 

   

A+ Excellent/ Outstanding 

A Very Good 

B Good 

C Well Done/ Fair  

 

Assessment Tools: 

1. Class work will be evaluated overall by the teacher. 
2. Quizzes are given as needed. 
3. Pass mark 60. 

 



Unit tests and assessments may consist of multiple-choice, short answers and drawings 

PERFORMANCE AREAS (Skills) 

 Creating design 
 Presentation of work 
 Group and individual performance 
 Identify the tone, mood, and emotion conveyed in artwork 
 Recognizing connections 
 Improving drawing and painting skill 
 Forming opinions through visual art 
 Understanding Type Styles, Visuals and Graphics, and layout. 

 
 


